The United States and World War I
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When war broke out in Europe in 1914, American President Woodrow Wilson not only refused to join the war, but refused to even take sides.  

A public statement made by the President in 1914 proclaimed U.S. neutraility, urged Americans to be impartial in thought and actions, and insisted that the U.S. would continue to trade with both sides in the war.

Question - What in U.S. history made this reaction predictable?  What in history makes this decision surprising to you?

However, in March 1917 the United States voted to join the war on the side of the Allies.  What accounts for this change in policy?  

Task- Examine the display in the classroom and list below reasons why the United States might have decided to join the war in 1917:

	The Zimmerman Telegram
	The Lusitania
	Economic Reasons

	1.  What was the Zimmerman Telegram?  Who sent it to whom?

2.  What did the telegram say (main ideas)?

3.  Why would this convince the U.S. to join the war?

	1.  What was the Lusitania?

2.  What happened to it and when?

3.  What role did the press play in sensationalizing this event?

4.  Why would this convince the U.S. to join the war?


	1.  Why would the German declaration of unrestricted submarine warfare influence the U.S. decision to join the war?

2.  Why would the pattern of U.S. trade in 1914 affect the U.S. decision to join the war?




After the United States joined the war in 1917, President Wilson was worried how Americans who had supported neutrality and non-involvement would react to this decision.  
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In order to win support for the war, Wilson created The Committee on Public Information, a government agency designed to mobilize public opinion behind the war effort through the use of propaganda.  The purposes of the propaganda campaign were:

1. Unite a multiethnic, pluralistic society behind the war effort

2. Attract men into the armed services, and have universal civilian support for those men

3. Influence civilians to support the war effort by purchasing war bonds and by limiting personal consumption (rationing)

4. Influence civilians to put pressure on other civilians to refrain from antiwar comments or activities.

In order to do this, the propaganda would contain one or more of the following features:

1. Portray American soldiers in the best possible light & the enemy in the worst possible light

2. Portray the American and Allied cause as just and the enemy’s as unjust

3. Communicate a sense of urgency to civilians so that they would become more involved in the war effort.

Task- Look at the examples of U.S. propaganda posted around the room.   As you are looking around the room, make a mental note the following things:

1. What the source is (i.e. poster, song, article, speech).

2. What is the source trying to get people to do?

3. What type of appeal is being made (logical or emotional) and is it effective?

After examining all of the evidence, reflect on the following questions and record the answers in your notes.

1. How did the United States mobilize public opinion in support of the war (techniques, mediums)?

2. What might have been the positive and negative effects of this effort?

3. Do you think that governments still use these types of propaganda techniques to mobilize support today?
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The Zimmerman Telegram

On 16 January 1917, the German Foreign Minister, Arthur Zimmerman sent the following telegram to Count von Bernstorff, the German ambassador in the United States. 

_____________________________________________________
Most Secret

For Your Excellency's personal information and to be handed on to the Imperial Minister in Mexico
We intend to begin unrestricted submarine warfare on the first of February. We shall endeavor in spite of this to keep the United States neutral. In the event of this not succeeding, we make Mexico a proposal of an alliance on the following basis: Make war together, make peace together, generous financial support, and an understanding on our part that Mexico is to reconquer the lost territory in Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona. The settlement detail is left to you. 

You will inform the President [of Mexico] of the above most secretly as soon as the outbreak of war with the United States is certain and add the suggestion that he should, on his own initiative, invite Japan to immediate adherence and at the same time mediate between Japan and ourselves. 

Please call the President's attention to the fact that the unrestricted employment of our submarines now offers the prospect of compelling England to make peace within a few months. Acknowledge receipt. 
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Zimmermann
(Secretary of State)

[image: image5.jpg]LUSITANIA SUNK BY A SUBMARINE, PROBABLY 1,260 DEAD;
TWICE TORPEDOED OFF IRISH COAST; SINKS IN 15 MINUTES;
CAPT. TURNER SAVED, FROHMAN AND VANDERBILT MISSIN(
WASHINGTON BELIEVES THAT A GRAVE CRISIS IS AT HAND





[image: image6.jpg]President Woodrow Wilson





[image: image7.wmf]0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

Trade (in Millions of U.S. 

dollars)

Trade with Allied Powers (England, France,

Russia)

Trade with Central Powers (Germany, Austria-

Hungary, Turkey)

United States Trade, 1914


[image: image8.jpg]1 WANT YOU





[image: image9.png]



[image: image10.jpg]



[image: image11.jpg]‘JOHN BULL USES THE AMERICAN FLAG FOR

ﬁ?fﬂjﬁ’m‘ From the‘Amtn'can (New York)




In 1917, the Germans announced a policy of unrestricted submarine warfare, which meant any ship in restricted waters would be sunk without warning.  This would greatly restrict the ability of the United States to conduct trade.



On May 7, 1915, a German submarine sunk the ocean liner The Lusitania, killing over 1000 people, including 128 Americans.  
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Headlines:


“Full Story of the Great Murder”


“1400 Innocent Lives Sacrificed”


“Lusitania Survivors Terrible Stories”





Headlines:


“Lusitania Torpedoed by German Pirate”


“The Huns Carry Out Their Threat to Murder”
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